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Piteå
– we make things possible 
in a unique way.

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
Piteå is an exciting, dynamic municipality. 
There are excellent opportunities to live and work here. 
The Municipality of Piteå is friendly to businesses and pleasant to visit. 

Objectives: 
For Piteå to have increased its number of jobs by 1,000 by 2010. 
To belong to the country's 30 most "business-friendly" municipalities. 
To have 42,500 inhabitants by 2010 and 45,000 by 2020
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Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
Piteå - möjligheternas stad och Nordens Riviera!�En småstad med storstadens möjligheter. �
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Delightful seasons
• Summer with light nights, 
sea, sun and bathing. 

• Winter with snow, skis, 
snowmobiles and silence. 

• Exciting activities 
and year-round enjoyment!

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
We offer an exciting mix of year-round activities and enjoyment! 
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Brief facts...

• Piteå was founded in 1621 

• area is as large as 
Gotland

• roughly 41,000 inhabitants

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
County: Norrbotten Area: 3,087 m2 Number of inhabitants: 40,902 (2008) History: town moved from Öjebyn to Häggholmen in 1667
Besides the university cities, Piteå is the only town in the northern part of Sweden that has a stable population inflow.

The town
Piteå is located 900 kilometres north of Stockholm and 100 kilometres south of the polar circle. Approximately 40,000 people live in Piteå, which is recognised for its genial atmosphere. Piteå is a substantial commercial town with a great many events that attract Piteå residents and external visitors.�
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• 1621 town privileges 

• 1627 first school

• 1634 Piteå requests that the 
town government banish 
Luleå as a commercial town

• 1666 the town burns 
- battle on locality

Piteå as a town
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18th century
• Exports boards, tar, butter, fish 

and hides to Stockholm

• Well-managed farming

• 1750 start of porcelain production

• Even the poorest residents have access 
to coffee

• "The number of farmhands with 
pocket watches is alarmingly large"
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• In 1810 Norrbotten County was         
formed

• 1818–1856 Piteå is the county   
council seat 

• Hunger and years of famine

• Non Governmental
Organizations start to form 

• 1889  947,000 SEK granted to   
construct Piteå Hospital and Asylum 

19th century

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
Non Governmental Organizations become an important part of the Society, both popular movements, non- state churches, temperance organizations and adult education organizations
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21th century

• Well-preserved town centre

• A small town with the 
opportunities of a large city

• A large number of cosy 
cafés and stylish restaurants

• Rich cultural life

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
The town 
Piteå is a safe small town with the opportunities and boldness of a large city. It is an interesting town that is able to offer a good quality of life, a variety of recreational activities, culture and entertainment. 
It is possible to have a career here and at the same time live a good life free of stress and traffic. 
Homes are inexpensive, and we are particularly proud of our childcare, schools and geriatric care. 
There are also good jobs in Piteå, both for people who want to study first and those who want to start working right away.��



www.pitea.se www.pitea.se

All of Piteå's inhabitants, 
people who have moved 
away and people who are 
Piteå residents in mind and 
spirit, feel that this is where 
you are when you’re at 
home.

Vision 

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
Municipality's vision since 2006…

- Children and young people are our future
- Openness and democracy
- Education, work and growth are the basis of all welfare
- Positive and pleasurable living environment
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There are many reasons to like Piteå; here are ten of them… 
Ten reasons to like Piteå
Its people
Its spirit of service
Its shopping
Its air
Its sea
Its language
Palt
Its fragrances
Its music
Its enterprising spirit
Doris
Former Piteå resident now residing elsewhere
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Piteå residents are
• Pleasant

• Proud

• Open-minded

• and have a strong will and 
belief in the future

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
Piteå residents: proud and bold but also family-oriented, open to their surroundings and really nice! 

Piteå spirit: According to an essay written at Luleå University of Technology, Piteå's X factor, i.e. the reason for its positive growth, is its residents and spirit: their unshakeable faith in the future and pride in their home town. The Piteå spirit also symbolises a strong desire for change and collaboration. 

Many well-known and not so well-known residents spread positive opinions about Piteå, and are an important resource for Piteå's growth. Some of Piteå's most well known ambassadors are Lina Andersson, Micke Renberg, Thomas Holmström, Bo Kasper, Anna-Lotta Larsson and Ronny Eriksson.
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Palt (traditional dish)
and language

Paltn opa Peitmåle
10 nevafoli å kornmjöl. 
En litn pila gröut å vatn. 
Nager kåoke-päro å leka mang råreve. 
Å så nålta sålt. 
Hack na fläks uti inkråme.
Räid deigen lagomt tjåck. 
Tröck ihop fläske så hä blei som en litn moil. Kle 
moiln vä nalta däig så hä blei som en större 
moil. Hev döm nede en groit vä kåocke-vatn å 
nålta sålt. 
Lett döm stå å kåok en teim. 
It vä andakt!

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
Piteå's local dish – PALT (a stuffed dumpling). Most often served with butter, lingonberry and milk.
Piteå is sometimes referred to as the town of palt. A "Palt Academy" and the only Paltzeria in the world are found here. 
Annual palt festival. 
Every summer, shopkeepers and property owners in the town of Piteå hold a large palt festival in the town centre, which is a tradition welcomed by many. Both tourists and Piteå's residents gather at long tables and benches to enjoy the offering. 
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Piteå's 
archipelago

• Offers amazing experiences  
all year-round

• Boat tours in the summer

• Ice skating in the winter

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
Piteå's archipelago goes right into the city centre with ports in the north, south and east. �The archipelago never ceases to surprise residents and visitors with its entire range of weather and changes of season. 
The contrasts are striking in their variation. This is a place that offers a great many opportunities and delightful experiences year-round. 
New initiatives: a review of infrastructure and accessibility, the western quay project (Projekt Västra kajen), inner channel, tour boat traffic during the summer, etc.
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The countryside

• Quality of life with regards
to nature and culture

• Power to grow and   
entrepreneurial spirit

• Community and freedom

Presentatör
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Countryside close to nature, creative individuals and environments, great belief in the future.
Having nature right around the corner is a matter of course in Piteå's rural surroundings, as are close proximity to municipal and commercial service: a warm village atmosphere with the advantages of a high-tech community.�Excellent quality of life combined with low cost of living is offered here. �Piteå's countryside is characterised by growing power and an enterprising spirit, which results in a great many small businesses and blooming associations.
Piteå's countryside also has something that is the envy of many other municipalities:�A growing population with a high birth rate and a higher rate of people moving in than out…
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The seaside
"Norrland's Riviera" 
Surprise your senses 
– experiences and 
memories that last a 
lifetime.

Presentatör
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Pite Havsbad (seaside resort) – attracts roughly a million visitors every year
Piteå often has the most sun hours in Sweden and is host to over half of Norrbotten's summer tourism.
New initiatives: The Arctic Explorer ice breaker, Fly and Rest Arlanda, Ice Dome, John Fogerty (large outdoor performance), Akva Upplevelsecentrum adventure centre, major conference buyers from all over Europe
Pite Havsbad's uniqueness is found in its contrasts. There is freedom to move from one world to another in a matter of minutes. From the sparkling cold of glaciers to warm tropical latitudes. From a relaxing candlelit massage to pulsating nightlife that lasts into the wee hours. Or from giddy rides on steep water slides to the most important business decision of your life. The diversity makes us strong and beyond comparison. ��What other hotel in the world has its own ice breaker, adventure bath and domed cinema? 
Winter, spring, summer or autumn – Pite Havsbad surprises all your senses and provides experiences that last a lifetime. 
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Lots going on…
• New businesses
• Solander Science park
• Around 1000 wind turbines
• New residential areas

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
There is a lot going on in Piteå right now. A new shopping centre is being built next to the Sparbanken building with Clas Ohlsson as the drawing card. In addition to new shops, new modern restaurants that offer innovative menus including a mix of ingredients from Norrland and influenced by Europe are being established. 
Back City has new owners who are making major investments and developing a new commercial area close to Hallgrens väg road, Strömsborg. 
Energy municipality….Piteå is the site of new, environmentally friendly energy technology development. Solander Science Park is an international research and development centre for forest-based bioenergy technology. Industry, the academic world and public life collaborate to supplement the traditional forest industry with new ecological fuel and chemicals. The objective is to involve 30 researchers and a great many bioenergy companies within five years. The globally unique black liquor gasification is one example that has captured international attention. The aim is to extract DME biofuel. A new industry for biodiesel production from tall oil is also being established. The investments make Piteå an interesting municipality from an energy point of view.
The largest wind power farm in northern Europe is being planned in Markbygden. There are also plans for a large offshore wind power farm on Klocktärnan. If the two major wind power projects in Markbygden and on Klocktärnan are realised, the result will be 600 wind power stations and investments of SEK 45 billion within a two-year period. This means that the number of jobs will reach the thousands during the construction phase.
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Our natural 
resources
• forest

• sea

• wind

• space

• and the people
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Industry facts
• Two of the largest 

paper mills in the world

• Two of the largest 
sawmills in Sweden

Presentatör
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Piteå's business structure has a traditional base in the pulp and paper industry as well as in sawmills and wood refinement. A manufacturing industry has emerged in conjunction with these industries together with construction activities, transportation companies, service and maintenance companies and consultants with various types of expertise. Just over 10% of all sawn pine and 25% of all kraftliner produced in Europe comes from Piteå.
Calling Piteå Europe's wood and forest capital is probably not an exaggeration. Two of the largest European paper mills and two of the largest Swedish sawmills are located here. 
There is also a stable and well-developed manufacturing industry, which is a significant factor for Piteå's remaining business environment. 

We offer companies the best geographical location in Norrland with unique proximity to a major market and a significant recruitment base. 
Using Piteå as the point of departure, 220,000 people can be reached within an hour’s commute.
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• The Municipality of Piteå
• Norrbotten County Council
• Smurfit Kappa Kraftliner
• SCA Packaging
• Aditro 
• ABB 
• Konsum Norrbotten 
• Pite Havsbad
• Lindbäcks Bygg
• Swedbank telefonbank

The ten largest employers:

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
Ranking 2008 (SCB)
Employer			Number of employees

1 Municipality of Piteå 		approx. 4,325 
2 Norrbotten County Council		approx. 1,425
3 Smurfit Kappa Kraftliner 		approx. 625
4 SCA Packaging 		approx. 325
5 Aditro customer Services Sweden	approx. 325
6 ABB Plast			approx. 175
7 Konsum Norrbotten		approx. 175
8 Pite Havsbad			approx. 175
9 Lindbäcks Bygg AB		approx. 125
10 Swedbank AB		approx. 125
11 Nordea Bank AB		approx. 125
12 SCA Timber		approx. 125
13 SETRA Trävaror		approx. 125
14 AB Infjärdens Värme		approx. 125
15 Nordea Bank		approx. 125
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Mental hospital
became a business park

• Swedbank telefonbank
• Youcall 
• Nordea, etc.
• A total of around 700 

employees in the entire area
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Acusticum and 
the Academy 
of Music
Education, research 
and business in music, 
media, new technology and 
events...

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
Luleå University of Technology, the Academy of Music and the Piteå Study Centre with close to 1,000 students, research and business park with around 25 companies active in the areas of music, media and events, library, restaurant, students' union and much more. All this development and diversity creates a number of advantages for both students and companies.�
Music lovers who want to seriously devote themselves to music will find the best imaginable prerequisites here. Competent teachers, nice premises, modern equipment and close proximity to other areas of knowledge make the environment even more stimulating. 

Musical training aims to lead to professional activity as a musician or other area related to music. �
Media training prepares students for a future in a media company or radio or TV station as a script supervisor, technical director, programme host, radio or TV line producer, sound engineer or an experiences producer.  

Studio Acusticum, a concert hall of world-class calibre, was completed during 2007 at Acusticum and the School of Music; the concert hall will seat 600.
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Events
• PDOL (a street festival)

• Piteå Summer Games
• Stora Nolia (Sweden’s largest 

annual trade fair)

• Festspelen i Pite älvdal 
(Festival in Pite River Valley)

• Piteå Dragway
• Palt day and many, many 

more…

Presentatör
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Piteå has had positive experience of major events: �Piteå Dansar och Ler, Sweden's first street festival, Piteå Summer Games; football cup with 650 teams from all over the world, Stora Nolia; Sweden's largest trade fair, Piteå Dragway, Palt day, etc. 
The festival held in the Pite River Valley is another example of a successful event. Face Front is also organised here, which is the largest rock festival for amateurs in Sweden. 
The population during the summer multiplies many times over… 
Visitors come here to enjoy the sun that shines all day and night, bathing, the constant offering of events, nature and culture. 
For example, one of Sweden's largest street festivals is found here, Piteå Dansar och Ler, as is the week of music called Festspel i Pite Älvdal.�
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Infrastructure
• 70 kilometres of walking 

and cycling paths
• 45 minutes to the airport
• Deep-water port and airfreight 

terminal
• Railway
• Internet access both in the 

villages and in the city

Presentatör
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Piteå deep-water port
There are 640 metres of quays and a water depth of 12 metres here. The port also has a general cargo warehouse that is roughly 47,000 m2 large, double Ro-Ro berths and a connecting railway.
Kallax Airport
Flying time to Stockholm approx. 75 min. as well as a 40 min. car ride to the Piteå city centre.
Railway/E4
Älvsbyn railway station stop and a goods railway through Piteå for industry. 
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Goals for infrastructure
• For passenger and goods transportation to be  
efficient and environmentally friendly. 

• For there to be well-developed boat 
transportation and for a coastal railway to be 
built.

• For the pedestrian and cycling network to be 
well developed and frequently used.
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The North 
Bothnia Line
• Increased capacity
• Lower transportation costs 
• Travelling time cut in half
• Larger market

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
The North Bothnia Line that is being planned will entail increased transportation and logistics opportunities for businesses and residents in Piteå as well as the entire Norrland region. The new railway will primarily reinforce goods traffic in the country, but will also enable passenger traffic between the towns on the Norrland coast. There are major positive effects: 
- Goods traffic transportation costs can decrease by approx. 30%. 
- Passenger traffic travel time can be cut in half. 
- It is believed that the North Bothnia Line will create the conditions necessary for sustainable development in the community, increased competitiveness for businesses and positive regional development that benefits the entire country.
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Piteå
1,95 child/woman 

National
1,91 child/woman

Birth rate 2008
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Average age
Piteå     - Sweden
41,9 41,0

Average life expectancy
Piteå Norrbotten Sverige

Women 82,76     82,26 82,9 
Men 78,11     77,62       78,7

The figures for 2008

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
SCB (Statistics Sweden) 2005 (regionfakta.com)
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Average income 2007

Men Women   Total
Piteå 253     180 216 
County   243     183 213 
National  262 188        235

Figures in ‘000 sek

Source: SCB (Statistics Sweden) income 
statistics
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The good life
Piteå is a good place both 
for living and working.

Many meetingplaces, 
good security and care.

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
Quality of life in Piteå
Attractive land/residential areas for everyone; close to the water, city and countryside.  Good childcare and geriatric care.
 Schools and education that offer variety: music, dance, sound, experiences.  Strong business structure.
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Care and security

• Low violent crimes rate.
• Good healthcare, and good 

care for the disabled and 
elderly.

• Sense of security and belief 
in the future among young 
people.
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Children and 
young people 
are our future
All forms of education within 
the municipality are of such 
high standard that Piteå is 
perceived as an attractive 
place to live.

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
The Municipality of Piteå has many small pre-schools and after school centres, which means they are found in basically every village/municipal area. We also have childminders in some areas. �Piteå has more schools than other municipalities of a corresponding size. 
Politicians aim for group sizes in pre-schools to reach a maximum average of 15 children per group.
Most schools have a general rather than specialised focus. 
Some schools offer a specific profile.  There are also two independent schools and three parent cooperatives in the municipality.
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Childcare 
and education
• Many and well-educated 

teachers
• Focus on dance/music
• School environment and 

meals prioritised
• Unique university

Presentatör
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Piteå is known for its secure schools and high-quality level education. 
A large proportion of staff is teacher trained, and there are more teachers per student at both compulsory and upper secondary level.
There is also a unique education chain within for example music, all the way from pre-school up to an advanced university and research level. Piteå has the only branch of the Royal Swedish Ballet School outside the metropolitan areas. 
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Positive living 
environment
• Attractive housing 
• Well-preserved town 

centre
• Close to nature
• Vibrant countryside

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
Attractive lots/residential areas  for everyone; close to the water, city and countryside. All seasons of the year; rich outdoor living, many associations.
Good cultural offering; Krokodil, Folkets Hus association, Badhusparken, etc.
Beautiful and accessible archipelago
A tourist town that is full of action; Pite Havsbad and many major annual events; PDOL street festival, Piteå Summer Games,  Stora Nolia trade fair, Palt day, etc.
Good childcare and geriatric care 
Schools and education that offer variety: music, dance, sound, experiences.
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Housing

- Blocks of flats 8,473
- Single-family homes  11,417
- Summer houses          2,693  (2006)

House prices
e.g. 5-room house

Piteå        - Stockholm
780,000 3,200,000 SEK

Source: SCB (Statistics Sweden) 2008

Presentatör
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Roughly 60% of homes in Piteå are single-family homes (nation 45%)
- Improvement/concentration
- Student housing
- Areas close to water
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Municipal
council

51

Social welfare
board

13

Child devel. and 
educ.

committee
13

Cultural affairs 
and

recreat. comm.
13

Environ. and
planning comm. 

13

Technology and
community

services comm.
13

Emerg. rescue and
prepared. comm.

5

Social services
office

Child development
and educ. office

Cultural affairs 
and

recreation

Environment and
planning office

Property and
service office

Rescue
services

Technology and
highways dept.

Committee on
the labour market
and adult educ.

11

Comm. on
the labour market
and adult educ.

Public trustees'
committee

3

Election 
committee

16

Municipal exec.
office

Municipal exec.
office

Municipal
executive board

15
Municipal exec.

office

Organisational plan for the Municipality of Piteå

Audit
5

Election working 
committee

8
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Presentationsanteckningar
Kommunstyrelsen – Municipal executive board
Arbetsm och vux-utbildn – Labour market and adult education
Räddningsnämnden – Rescue services committee
Kulture o fritid – Culture and recreation
Socialnämnden – Social welfare board
Barn o utbildning – Child development and education
Miljö o bygg – Environment and planning
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Municipal
council

Piteå kommun-
företag AB

Piteå Näringsfastigheter AB 
Piteå Renhållning 

och Vatten AB
AB PiteBo Piteå Hamn AB Renen i Piteå AB AB Piteenergi 

100%
Nolia AB 

50%

Piteenergihandel AB
AB Furunäset 
Fastigheter 

NBA Energi och Miljöutveckling AB  
50%

HB Stadsvapnet Youcall AB   30%

Svenska kompo-
sitbyn AB/KB Presshuset i Piteå AB  9%

Netvako KB 

NBA Energi och 
Miljöutveckling   

50%

Lillpite Kvarn AB 
91%

The Municipality of Piteå's companies
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” Piteå – makes you feel at home. ” 

Presentation of the Municipality of Piteå 2009
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