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Context; 

In January 2015 ICLD approved the Application; Activityplan for Ricewaste to Energy, which is a 

continuation of the previous project Piteå- An Giang ς Sustainable Municipalities carried out between 

2012-2014. 

The purpose of this visit was a steering Group meeting and work group meetings in order to plan for 

a more detailed work plan for 2015. 

The participants were the Steering group members; Peter Roslund- mayor, Brith Fäldt ς Politian and 

chairman of the Committee for community development, Jan Dahl professor in Energy at Luleå 

Technical University and Gerd Sävenstedt- project leader. Besides that participated also Maria 

Widman, community development officer and member of the Project group. 
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Travel; 

This time we chose to go by Emirates via Dubai, where we had a short overnight stop and a few 

ƘƻǳǊǎΩ sleep before we took the last part of the flight to Ho Chi Minh City. I had chosen this as it was 

less expensive but as we had to have a hotel night I think we will go back to Thai next time, as the 

travel hours from Luleå to Ho Chi Min City became too many. 

The same day as we arrived, also the project leader from Vietnam Mrs. Pham Xuan and the 

coordinator Kim Vo arrived from Sweden and Växjö, after participating in a training regarding project 

management. This was based on the comments from ICLD who imposed us to coordinate activities 

between Växjö and Piteå. The management training became the first coordinating activity. The costs 

for Mrs. Xuan and Ms. Vo are on the the Piteå ς An Giang budget. 

Already the following morning we went to Long Xuyen, a distance of roughly 200 km and 5 hours by 

car. 



With us in the minibus was Mrs. Vo directly from the flight and Gustav Roslund, master student from 

Umeå, who had a MSF scholarship from SIDA and in his master theses compared traditional and 

modern farming. The material in his theses is all from An Giang. He will hopefully be able to 

participate in the next SC meeting and present the result from his studies. Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

committee hosted a dinner for all of us.  

 

 

Waiting for transport      200 km and 5 hours 
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¢Ƙƛǎ Řŀȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ǿŜŘƛǎƘ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎΣ {9!Σ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇƘŀǎŜ ƛƴ !ƴ DƛŀƴƎΦ People 

from both Chau Thanh, different departments, the University in An Giang and Ho Chi Minh City and 

associations participated. 

There was a presentation from SEA regarding the results of the project. There has been three parts, 

financial engineering where a Norwegian consultant has  trained the participants to develop business 

ideas, capacity building of a center of excellence team, with team members both from An Giang  and 

Ho Chi Minh and a survey of capacity and needs connected to rice waste, conducted of a Swedish 

consultant. This has been made in cooperation with the Center of Excellence team. 

The SEA was overall satisfied with the result and especially when it came to the financial engineering 

part where in total 18 project ideas had been developed and a hope that a branch of the World Bank 

would help financing some of the projects.   

Peter Roslund also presented the results of the An Giang ς Piteå project. 

One item on the agenda was also the lessons learned from the Swedish- An Giang cooperation 

 

 

 

Reflections of the day; 

In all meetings since the start there has been a broad participation from different departments which 

also has resulted in a good understanding of the Swedish ς Vietnamese cooperation. 



Two different Associations; the newly founded Bio Energy Association and the Science and 

Technology Association were represented by their chair persons, both former employees of PeopƭŜΩǎ 

Committee and now retired. In Vietnam they retire at the age of 55. They both contribute a lot to the 

development work and seem to be mentors for young well trained staff in their respective area.    

¢ƘŜ bDhΩǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛt is hard to get people to do unpaid duties.  

The working climate in all the projects has mostly been good, but that there have also been some 

obstacles, to deliver results in time which partly was explained by the dependency on volunteers to 

carry out the tasks. The survey carried out by SEA has faced some problems and a member from the 

Center of Excellence team said that they would work hard to deliver the remaining information 

before the end of March when the SEA project is closed.   

It was also stressed that it is important with a political commitment for the development and now 

there is a lot of gained knowledge and a need for less talk and more actions. 

I realized that many of the Vietnamese see the Swedish-Vietnamese cooperation as one- not three 

different projects and it is confusing that, even if all the cooperation is financed by SIDA the 

conditions we are working in are a bit different. In the ICLD projects there is much less money than it 

has been in the SEA- Vietnamese project which creates confusion. 

SEA went to HO CHI MINH after the session where they had both discussions and study visits and 

both professor Jan Dahl and the associative professor Mrs. Van Ha also left, as one important item to 

address was to clarify a number of issues before an application to SEA regarding both research 

cooperation and establishment of a pilot plant for small scale electricity production, where 

gasification technology should be used, could be done. MEWA, the owner of the technology has also 

shown interest to participate in an establishment of a pilot plant in Vietnam, probably based in An 

Giang. 

 Iǘ ǿŀǎ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ 

 



 

Tuesday 

 

 

 Due to these activities we changed the schedule and on Tuesday morning Britt Fäldt, Maria Widman 

and I went to Mrs. YƛƳ ±ƻΩǎ home for a memorial of her father, who died in a traffic accident 

precisely one year earlier. We were honored that she wanted us to come and share her very special 

day. This day is most important in the Buddhist tradition, the end of the first year of grieving. The 

seven first weeks the family meets once a week in the home to pray for the deceased and on the 

actual day of death family and friends are invited for a memorial. 

 

 

 



Kim Vo with her mother

 

 

When we came around half past ten a lot of people were ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

neighboring house. !ƭǎƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ YƛƳ ±ƻΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŎŀƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƛƪŜǎ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘare this 

special day with Miss Vo.  Her home was in a typical Vietnamese village, houses almost attached to 

each other along the road through the village. ς They are all my relatives, said Kim Vo when we went 

to great her mother who had been up early to cook for all the visitors. And in a hammock, in the 

middle of it all was the 84 year old father of the deceased resting and participating.  

!ƭƭ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ōƛƎ ǾŜǊŀƴŘŀΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ .ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ 

see is that behind the veranda there can be many rooms for different purposes. 

Of course people were curious of the strangers from a country far away. While we were sitting there 

eating scrimps, duck in orange sauce, pork, rice and different tasty dishes some of the more brave 

women came to talk to us, they in Vietnamese and we in Swedish. I think that for all of us it was 

exciting meetings to see that we actually could understand each other- to some extent anyhow. We 

ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ YƛƳΩǎ ŀǳƴǘƛŜǎ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŦƻǊ 

this possibility. 

 



 

.ǊƛǘƘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ YƛƳ ±ƻΩǎ ŀǳƴǘǎΦ 

 

  

Here is both an inside and an outside kitchen. 

 

 

 

 


